
This action is to adopt a resolution to submit an ordinance for approval by the voters, which would 
ratify, continue and update the existing 12% Transient Occupancy Tax, to fund various essential 
County general fund services, such as parks, libraries, senior services, and law enforcement. 

SUBJECT

March 06, 2012

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

ADOPT A RESOLUTION GIVING NOTICE OF A GENERAL ELECTION TO ENACT AN 
ORDINANCE PROPOSING TO RATIFY, CONTINUE AND UPDATE AN EXISTING GENERAL TAX 

TO BE HELD IN THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ON JUNE 5, 2012 

(ALL DISTRICTS AFFECTED) (4 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1. Adopt the Resolution authorizing submission of a proposed ordinance regarding a general tax 
levied against temporary/transient occupants staying in hotels, motels and other places of lodging in 
the unincorporated County of Los Angeles, to be voted on Countywide.
2. Instruct the Chief Executive Officer, Treasurer-Tax Collector, County Counsel and Registrar-
Recorder/County Clerk to take all necessary actions to place this general tax on the ballot for the 
June 5, 2012 General Primary Election.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The purpose of the recommended action is to seek voter approval of the proposed ordinance to 
ratify, continue and update the Transient Occupancy Tax ("TOT"), often referred to as a tourist 
hotel/motel room tax or bed tax, which provides financing for a number of general fund services 
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within the County.  The TOT ordinance is being updated to expressly exempt temporary emergency 
shelter referrals and certain individuals traveling on government business.  It is recommended that 
the measure be placed on the ballot for the June 5, 2012 General Primary Election.  The ballot 
measure would, if approved by a majority of voters in the County of Los Angeles, accomplish the 
following: 
• Ratify and continue the existing increase in the TOT from 10% to 12%, which was approved by the 
Board of Supervisors in 1990. 
• Provide that emergency shelter referrals from Los Angeles County, County-affiliates, or State 
agencies be exempted.
• Provide exemptions pursuant to federal law for employees of federally-related agencies such as the 
Red Cross, Amtrak, and the U.S. Postal Service, while traveling on official government business.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

According to the Chief Executive Office (CEO), $12.4 million in TOT revenues is reflected in the 
fiscal year 2011-12 Nondepartmental Revenue budget.  This revenue supports countywide general 
fund services, such as parks, libraries, senior services, and law enforcement, but is not limited to any 
specific use.  
A reduction in the tax rate from 12% to 10% would reduce revenue collections by approximately $2.1
 million annually, which the CEO believes could require reductions in the current level of services 
provided.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The TOT is currently imposed on temporary/transient occupants of hotels, motels and other places of 
lodging within the unincorporated County of Los Angeles.  The current tax rate of 12% has been in 
effect since January 1991.  Prior to that, the tax rate had been 10% since August 1983.
The existing tax is the subject of current litigation.  Should an adverse decision be reached and 
ultimately upheld, the $2.1 million in revenues may be at risk.
Pursuant to Government Code section 53723, this ballot measure must be approved by a majority of 
voters in the County of Los Angeles.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The CEO believes that ratifying, continuing, and updating the tax ordinance to reflect the current 
12% tax rate will allow the County to maintain a variety of general fund services at the existing level.

CONCLUSION

Please return two adopted copies of this letter to my office.

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
3/6/2012
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MARK J. SALADINO

Treasurer and Tax Collector

Enclosures

c: c: Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk
Executive Officer, Clerk of the Board of 
Supervisors 

Respectfully submitted,

MJS:JK:NI

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
3/6/2012
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